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FWA FISH SCREEN PROGRAM NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT
   Since 1996, Family Water Alliance,
Inc. (FWA) a small grassroots, locally
based non-profit organization, has
been the program manager and
administrators of the Sacramento-
Central Valley Fish Screen Program
(previously the Sacramento Small
Diversion Fish Screen Program).
   FWA in cooperation with several
federal and state agencies, private
contributors and willing landowners
have been the team leaders in
spearheading research, development
and the installation of fish screens on
small agricultural diversions (less than
150 cubic-feet-per-second). This
good-faith effort has been of key
importance in obtaining common sense
application of the Endangered Species
Act (ESA) with regards to the
Sacramento-San Joaquin River basin
diversions.
   The Sacramento-Central Valley Fish
Screen Program (Program) has a
proven reputation regarding the
installation of fish screens on small
diversions.  To date, FWA has installed
40 successful fish screen projects using
the most innovative screening
technology; cumulatively screening
over 1,491 cubic-feet-per-second
(cfs), while at the same time protecting
84,191 acres of productive California
farmland with “fish-friendly” water.
FWA is working to install an additional
two fish screens in 2016, located on
the Mokelumne and Feather Rivers.
   The overall success of the program is
directly related to the fact that the lead
partner, FWA, is project driven, not
study driven.  FWA has maximized the

funds it has received to date by
prudent management and economies
of scale.  FWA believes that the
Program works at solving real world
problems, enabling farmers who are
reliant on water diversions to live in
harmony with California’s endangered,
at risk fish species, providing a great
long-term benefit to both the sensitive
fisheries resource and farming
interests.
   Landowner interest in participating in
the Program has grown immensely.
For example, we currently have 44
diversions on our waiting list to be
screened, ranging from 2.6 cfs to 150
cfs.  At least four of the landowners
signed up in our Program are on the
current California Department of Fish
and Wildlife’s Priority Unscreened
Diversion in the Central Valley and
Delta, July 2015, listing.
   For every fish screen project,
participating landowners receive
technical, educational and financial
assistance in all phases of screening.
This includes site specific planning and
design of screens, environmental
compliance and permitting,
construction, installation, post
construction monitoring and funding.
  Throughout the years, FWA has
developed great working partnerships
with numerous federal and state
agencies, and landowners.  The
cooperating entities in this Program
have included:  Willing Landowners,
FWA, CALFED, California
Department of Fish and Wildlife, U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service, National
Marine Fisheries Service, Wildlife

Conservation Board, NOAA Fisheries
Community-based Restoration
Program, National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation, Pacific Grassroots
Salmon Initiative, USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation, Central Valley
Regional Water Quality Control
Board, California Resources Agency,
and the Department of Water
Resources.
   The goal of the FWA Program is to
assist willing landowners and water
users achieve place-based benefits for
fish and wildlife in specific California
tributaries to ensure measures that
enhance native fisheries and at-risk
species.  This Program exemplifies
how a cooperative, locally based
program with private landowners, and
Federal and State Agencies, can work
together to accomplish mutually
agreed upon goals.  It is through locally
based programs like this one, run by
local people, who live and work in the
area, that provides a great public
benefit, while at the same time
respecting local customs, culture and
the economic benefit of our rural
communities.
   As with all programs, the continued
success of the screen program relies
on continued funding.  The Program
has now been in operation for 20
years.  We have developed a
systematic approach to screening in
partnership with federal and state
agencies, and have the knowledge and
experience to get through the quagmire
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 The Sacramento-Central Valley Fish
Screen Program completed to fish
screen projects in 2015. Colusa
Indian Community Council (CICC)
Compton diversion was completed in
November and South Sutter Water
District Pleasant Grove Canal fish
screen project was completed in
December.
  The CICC project located on the
Sacramento River, north of Colusa,
has a combined maximum pumping
rate of 22 cubic-feet-per-second
(cfs). The pump station is located at
the end of an inlet channel
approximately 350 feet from the main
river.  While this project was a little
more complex then past screen
projects, the main goal was to screen
the pumps in a manner that would
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make periodic maintenance of the
channel obsolete.  A large Duramax
pipe was installed down the channel
and connected to the pumps
conductors by a water manifold/
intake adapter, while also connecting
to the cone screen base in the river.

   The screen unit will be accessed via
the existing embankment road with
the unit being designed to remain in
the river year-round; however, a
crane of long reach excavator can
remove the screen if desired or
necessary. The inlet channel will
naturally fill-in with silt during high
river flows, eliminating the need to
maintain the channel for future
pumping operations.  Funding for this
project was provided by CVPIA
Anadromous Fish Screen Program
(AFSP), administered by the Bureau
of Reclamation and Colusa Indian
Community Council, both
contributing 50% cost share towards
the project.
  The South Sutter Water (SSWD)
District Pleasant Grove Canal gravity
canal is located on the Auburn Ravine
in Placer County.  The canal diverts
up to 80 cfs from the impounded
water that is typically 3 to 4 feet deep
at the canal entrance.  There was not
structure at the canal’s entrance and
all water flows and elevations are
controlled by flashboards within the
system.  The flashboard dams were
installed generally in April of each year
and removed by mid-October to
coincide with the irrigation season.
The dam installation was necessary

of technical reviews and environmental
permitting and compliance that is
required for these small screen
projects.  The machine is in motion.
This is not a program that studies
everything, but a program that
implements on the ground solutions to
restore and protect the fragile fishery
resources.  Without funding, this
special grassroots Program will end,
losing years of hard work and
technical development.
   We need your support to continue
the fish screen program.  Your support
can come in many forms; Support
letters for the fish screening program
and/or letter to our legislative
representatives to implement a
mechanism for the continuous funding
of this program that not only supports
our agricultural heritage, but to assist
and protect our very fragile fisheries
and rural communities.
   Thank you for your consideration of
supporting this important program.  

for the canal to operate and deliver
water.

  As a part of the project, it was
necessary to supply power to run the
new, self-cleaning cone screens.
Through consultations with SSWD,
adjoining landowners and program
partners, it was determined the best
route and most cost effective
alternative was to install the power
across the Aitken Ranch Mitigation
Project (ARMP), where existing
Pacific Gas & Electric (PGE) power
was available.
  In cooperation with Wildlands, Inc.,
Wildlife Heritage Foundation, PGE
and SSWD, fiberglass poles were
installed through the ARMP along the
existing road avoiding all visible vernal
pool areas as approved and accepted
by the regulatory agencies.  Funding
for the SSWD project was provided
by AFSP, and the State’s Ecosystem
Restoration Program (ERP) and
South Sutter Water District.
  Water users and fish populations
continue to benefit from the screening
program. New screens continue to be
installed yearly protecting sensitive fish
populations. Fish screen technology
continues to advance, providing
multiple screen options to meet
challenging site conditions and provide
better fish protection. The program
obtains funds from a number of state,
federal and private organizations to
implement the screening program. The
success of this program relies on water
users who volunteer to work with
FWA to install and operate fish
screens on their diversions.

FWA COMPLETES TWO FISH
SCREEN PROJECTS - 2015
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